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Synopsis

For the first time on CD J R R Tolkien’s novella about the adventures of a bewitched toy dog. While
on holiday in 1925, four-year-old Michael Tolkien lost his beloved toy dog on the beach at Filey in
Yorkshire. To console him, his father, J.R.R.Tolkien, improvised a story about Rover, a real dog who
is magically transformed into a toy and is forced to seek out the wizard who wronged him in order to
be returned to normal. This charming tale, peopled by a sand-sorcerer and a terrible dragon, by the
king of the sea and the Man-in-the-Moon, went through several drafts over the years. Now, many
years on, the adventures of Rover -- or, for reasons that become clear in the story, 'Roverandom’ --

are published on CD the first time.
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Customer Reviews

For a little kid, losing a favorite toy is downright traumatic. So in 1925, when four-year-old Michael
lost his little toy dog on the beach, fantasy author J.R.R. Tolkien made up a story to comfort his son.
It explained away the loss of the toy, and wove a magical story around a little dog named
Rover.Rover is an ordinary little puppy near the seaside in England, until he runs into a grumpy old
man and ends up biting off part of his pants. The old man happens to be a wizard (Artaxerxes by
name), and promptly transforms Rover into a toy dog (and no, | don’t mean a tiny dog -- | mean a
real toy). Rover subsequently gets picked up and sold to some little boys (presumably the Tolkien
kids).Fortunately, Rover encounters another magical being, a crusty, kindly sand-wizard named
Psamathos. That wizard, in turn, gets Rover (who is renamed Roverandom) flown to the moon,

where he spends time with the Man in the Moon and his winged dog Rover. And then he’s heading



off to encounter a talking whale, a mer-dog, a sea serpent -- and a dragon.Like the vastly
underrated "Farmer Giles of Ham," "Roverandom" is a charming little bit of whimsy. No deep
themes, no epic clashes, not even really a villain. The writing is charming and magical, with phrases
like "There was a cold wind blowing off the North Star" sprinkled through it. It almost gives the
feeling of being in another world. Best of all, in the middle of the book are Tolkien’s own illustrations,
cute little drawings and ethereal paintings.Rover is well-named, since his adventures are all over the
map and don’t really progress from one to the other. It's merely a cute little dog roaming over the
moon, the ocean, and the land, conversing with shrimps and bothering wizards.
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